
80 MERCURY ON SATURDAY www.themercury.com.au SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2011

SPORT |

Beltana men in hunt
for quadruple glory

BIGDAY:Beltana’s Shane
Young sends one down.

TONY FULTON

BELTANA Bowls Club at An-
zac Park in Lindisfarne is
likely to explode tonight if the
club can return home with
four Bowls Tasmania South
men’s premierships.

The ladies team has already
secured a premiership this
season in the division-two
competition last week.

Today, the club’s four men’s
teams will play in their re-
spective grand finals.

In the major division-one
competition Beltana has set a
record in that it is believed to
be the only team in Bowls
South history to make the
grand final in its first year
after being promoted from

second division.
President Bruce McKenlay

said the club’s success was
assisted by good recruiting and
picking up some star players
from other clubs.

A major find was young
university student Nick Cour-
to, who transferred from
Turners Beach and has been a
great asset in his skip position;
as has Shane Young, who
transferred from Derwent
City.

Add in Dave McCormack
from King Meadows and Gary
Richardson from Rosny Park
and Tony Vince in his third
year with Beltana after a stint
at Sandy Bay and the club has
strong nucleus supported by
several younger players in-

cluding Alex Elwell, Brendan
Breen and Keith Miller.

Mr McKenlay said the sur-
prise packet of the four sides in
the finals was the division-
three group, which was just
hanging on to fourth place
before the last round when a
three-rink 44-shot win over
Oatlands catapulted it into
second spot. From there, it had
an all-rinks win over top team
Kingborough in the second
semi-final, marching straight
into today’s grand final where
it will meet Kingborough
again.

To cap off the stellar season
the division four and five
teams topped their respective
ladders and will be promoted
next season.

Mr McKenlay said the club
had already enjoyed a tremen-
dous season and the future was
very bright for the Blues.

Today’s grand finals are: Div
1: Derwent City vs Beltana at
Buckingham, Div 2: New
Norfolk vs Brighton at Clare-
mont, Div 2 Reserve: Dover
RSL vs Howrah at Taroona,
Div 3: Beltana vs Kingborough
at Rosny Park, Div 3 Reserve:
Kingborough vs Bruny at
Rosny Park, Div 4: Beltana vs
Howrah at Rosny Park, Div 4
Reserve: Kingborough vs Tas-
man at Derwent City, Div 5:
Beltana vs Cygnet at Sandy
Bay, Mixed Open: Claremont
vs Rosny Park at Sandy Bay
and Mixed B grade: Dover RSL
v Huonville at Franklin.

Stosur
shocked
by early
exit
Charleston

SAMANTHA Stosur’s lofty
world ranking is set to slide,
after she crashed out in the
second match of her Family
Circle Cup title defence.

The Australian world No. 5
was hoping for better things
with the start of the clay
season, after a disappointing
hardcourt campaign.

But it wasn’t to be, as the
2010 French Open finalist was
crushed 6-4, 6-1 by unseeded
Russian Elena Vesnina in
South Carolina.

‘‘Any time you lose early in a
tournament, it’s not a good
feeling but especially in a
tournament like this, where I
really enjoyed playing,’’ said
Stosur, who will skip Aust-
ralia’s upcoming Fed Cup tie
against Ukraine.

On a day when top-seeded
Caroline Wozniacki passed a
tough test with flying colours,
coming up with two tie-break
victories to reach the quarter-
finals, second-seed Stosur had
no answer.

World No.1 Wozniacki fend-
ed off the challenge of Czech
Barbora Zahlavova Strycova,
7-6 (8-6), 7-6 (11-9) in a match
lasting more than two-and-a-
half hours.

In the quarter-finals,
Wozniacki will play sixth-
seeded Yanina Wickmayer of
Belgium, a 6-4, 7-5 winner over
Georgia’s Anna Tatishvili.

Vesnina next plays Ger-
many’s Julia Goerges, who
beat fifth-seeded Israeli Shahar
Peer 6-2, 6-3.

Eighth-seeded Jelena Jan-
kovic of Serbia defeated South
African Chanelle Scheepers
6-2, 6-2 to reach the quarters,
where she faces 18-year-old
American Christina McHale.

The other quarter-final will
pit China’s Peng Shuai against
Indiana’s Sania Mirza.

READYTOGO:Richard Hewson has been selected to lead a team in this year’s Round theWorld Yacht Race.

Tassie yachtsman with elite
PETERCAMPBELL

TASMANIAN yachtsman Richard
Hewson has been selected as one of 10
elite skippers who will each lead a team
in this year’s Clipper 11-12 Round the
World Yacht Race.

Hewson, 31, from Hobart, will be the
only professional sailor on board one of a
matched fleet of stripped down, 68-foot
(20.7 metres) ocean racing yachts and will
command a non-professional crew as
they compete in the gruelling 40,000-mile
(64,000km) race around the globe.

Earlier this year, he sailed in the
Sydney-Hobart as navigator to his sister,
Gina, who was skipper of the Swan 68
Titania of Cowes in the Sydney-Hobart
Yacht Race.

Among the crew was the legendary
yachtsman Sir Robin Knox-Johnston,

founder of the Clipper Yacht Race.
Richard and his elder sister Gina grew

up in Hobart and learned to sail at the
Lindisfarne Sailing Club.

He has always loved sailing and when
the race sets off from the UK in August
this year, he will be on his way to
fulfilling a lifetime ambition.

‘‘Not only is the Clipper Race an
awesome challenge but the comradeship
and friendships developed in a race like
this are amazing.’’ he said.

‘‘I cannot wait until the gun goes off at
the start of the first leg in August.’’

Under his professional guidance will be
a crew who come from all walks of life,
from train drivers to IT specialists,
nurses to chief executives, many of
whom had never sailed before applying
to take part.

To date, more than 40 different

nationalities are represented by Clipper
crew and Clipper 11-12 will lead to 28
Australians competing in the challenging
11-month race.

‘‘I began sailing on our family yacht
before I could crawl and spent most of my
early years on the water,’’ Hewson said.

‘‘At the age of six I found a small dinghy
on the rocks and my father and I patched
it up and I used to bob around the local
bay but it didn’t go fast enough.’’

From this point onwards there was no
turning back and soon the Tasmanian
sailor was racing dinghies on a regular
basis, competing at local, state, national
and international regattas.

‘‘I started racing keel boats when I left
school and have been focusing on ocean
racing ever since,’’ said Hewson, a
former mine clearance diving officer
with the Royal Australian Navy.

EIGHTBALL
STAR:Mick
Hill is
heading to
Hobart.

Eightball
legend in
Hobart
WORLD eightball champion
Mick Hill will give a demon-
stration of his skills at the
Hobart Workers Club in
Liverpool St at 7.30pm on
Monday.

The Englishman first won
the world eightball title in 2004
and in July last year beat
reigning world No. 1 Gareth
Potts 11-8 for the title.

The game was considered
one of the best seen at the
world titles due to the quality
of play shown by both con-
tenders.

Hill, 30, has been touring
Australia and agreed to come
to Tasmania when asked by
Tasmanian eightball officials.

Hill has won 41 major titles.
His show in Hobart will run
for two hours.

An eightball cue auto-
graphed by Hill will be raffled
on the night of the show.

Courtney
faces
vital
outing
JAMES PHELPS

HOLDEN hot-shot James
Courtney has admitted his bid
to win back-to-back V8
Supercar championships could
be ruined by a poor outing in
Hamilton next weekend.

Courtney, who defected
from Ford after sealing last
year’s crown, has struggled
for speed and consistency this
year and could bomb out of
the championship race with a
failure on the New Zealand
street circuit.

‘‘I’ve had two good results,
including a win, from the four
[championship] races this
year but the other two races
were terrible,’’ he said.

‘‘There’s no doubt I’ve got to
be more consistent in New
Zealand and everywhere from
now on because that’s what
wins championships, as we
saw with my results last
season.

‘‘I think we have got the
pace, we just need to get some
consistency and I don’t think
that is too far away. We will
certainly be looking for a bit
more.’’

Courtney won the second
race in Abu Dhabi with a
smart fuel strategy but has
struggled to match the high-
flying Jamie Whincup. His
HRT teammate Garth Tander
has also outperformed the big
money recruit.

Courtney is still coming to
terms with his new car and
hopes to have his Commodore
in the window sooner rather
than later with value points
on the line.


